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COVER STORY

Salisbury Fire Department Receives AHA Award
for Cardiac and Stroke Care

THE SALISBURY FIRE DEPARTMENT has been honored with the American Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline® EMS
Silver Achievement Award, recognizing its commitment to providing high-quality, evidence-based care to individuals experienc-
ing the most severe forms of heart attacks and strokes. This national award highlights the department’s dedication to improving
outcomes for patients with life-threatening cardiovascular conditions by delivering timely, research-based care beginning in the
prehospital setting.

Mission: Lifeline® EMS is a national initiative of the American Heart Association (AHA) aimed at enhancing systems of care
for patients with high-risk, time-sensitive emergencies. The program supports collaboration across EMS agencies, emergency
communications centers, and hospitals to eliminate barriers to prompt treatment from the initial 9-1-1 call through hospital-
ization and discharge. The Mission: Lifeline® EMS Silver Achievement Award recognizes agencies for their efforts to improve
system-wide care and outcomes. By meeting specific program measures, the Salisbury Fire Department has demonstrated its
dedication to delivering excellence at every step of the patient journey.

“Arguably the most important link in the chain of survival for acute stroke and cardiovascular emergencies is emergency medical
services and prehospital professionals,” said Kacey Kronenfeld, MD, FAEMS, Chair of the AHA Mission: Lifeline® EMS Task-
force. “Early identification, stabilization, and coordination within regional systems of care give patients the best chance for rapid,
definitive therapies and positive outcomes.”

“This recognition reflects the dedication and excellence of the Salisbury Fire Department,” said Mayor Randy Taylor. “We are
proud of our firefighters and EMS personnel for the lifesaving care they provide to our community every day.” %
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Allegany County Honors Young Hero Who Saved

Mother’s Life

ON JUNE 1, 2026, the Allegany County 9-1-1 Joint
Communications Center, in conjunction with UPMC West-
ern Maryland and Cresaptown Elementary School, recog-
nized 10-year-old Anny Platt with the agency’s inaugural
9-1-1 Courage Award for her extraordinary bravery and
lifesaving actions during a medical emergency involving
her mother on April 4, 2026.

On that day, Anny’s mother suffered a severe medical emer-
gency that ultimately led to cardiac arrest. Faced with an
incredibly traumatic situation, young Anny remained calm,
called 9-1-1, and followed emergency instructions provid-
ed by 9-1-1 personnel. Most remarkably, she immediately
began CPR on her mother until emergency responders ar-
rived. Anny’s quick thinking, courage, and determination
all played a critical role in saving her mother’s life.

“Anny showed incredible strength
and bravery during one of the most
frightening moments imaginable...”

9-1-1 Specialist Shaunna Simmons handled the 9-1-1 call,
providing CPR prearrival instructions and guiding Anny
through the emergency. 9-1-1 Specialist Amber Thomas
and Shift Supervisor Jeremy Jack assisted Shaunna. Work-
ing together, their teamwork and professionalism support-
ed the successful outcome.

Established in 2023, the 9-1-1 Courage Award recogniz-
es children who demonstrate exceptional bravery and use
9-1-1 to help save others’ lives during emergencies. 9-1-1
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to ptandy@miemss.org for
possible inclusion in a future

issue of Maryland EMS News.
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Specialist Jordan Ross developed the concept, recognizing
the importance of honoring children who perform coura-
geously in the face of adversity.

“Anny showed incredible strength and bravery during one
of the most frightening moments imaginable,” said Com-
munications Chief Steve Shipley. “Her actions are a re-
minder that even at a young age, people can make a tre-
mendous difference. We are proud to recognize Anny as
the first recipient of the 9-1-1 Courage Award.” %
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Point/Counterpoint Conference XLIII

May 7-8, 2026 (Baltimore, MD)

EVERY SPRING, the Point/Counterpoint Conference
draws trauma care professionals from across the region
and around the country to Baltimore for two days of
high-quality education and interactive discussion centered
on trauma patient care. Presented by the American College
of Surgeons and the Maryland Committee on Trauma, this
year’s conference — held May 7-8, 2026, at the Renaissance
Baltimore Harborplace Hotel — featured plenary sessions,
breakout tracks, special guest lectures, and a vendor hall
tailored to physicians, nurses, prehospital clinicians, and
other trauma care professionals.

Point/Counter-
point focuses on
state-of-art man-

agement strate-
gies for common
clinical  issues,

as well as chal-

lenging and con-

troversial topics.

Breakout ses-

sions tailored to

a wide range of

relevant  topics

and “hot button”

trends encourage

audience participation. This year’s program included a
“debate” over national triage guidelines between MIEMSS
Executive Director Dr. Ted Delbridge (pictured above) and
Dr. Sharon M. Henry of the R Adams Cowley Shock Trau-
ma Center.

State EMS Medical Director Dr. Tim Chizmar (above, at
left) and Dr. Michael G. Millin discussed the use of back-
boards and cervical collars during prehospital transport.
Other highlights included injury prevention and trauma
systems expert Dr. Ellen MacKenzie, whose 2026 Charles
C. Wolferth, Jr., MD Memorial Lecture focused on ensur-
ing quality recovery post-trauma, and Dr. Adil Haider, who
addressed the role of acute care surgeons in the evolving
Al landscape during this year’s Sharon M. Henry, MD /
MDCOT State-of-the-Art Lecture. Learn more about
Point/Counterpoint at https://mdcot.com/pcp-2026/. %

For more on Point/
Counterpoint XLIII,
visit tinyurl.com/
pep-XLIII or scan the
OR code.

2026 UPCOMING EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 15

MID-ATLANTIC LIFE SAFETY
CONFERENCE
(Annapolis, MD)

midatlanticlifesafetyconference.com

Send EMS-related calendar events to ptandy@miemss.org for
possible inclusion in a future issue of Maryland EMS News.
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18-year-old Chase Lancaster (right, with plaque) poses with several dozen trauma and EMS system honorees who helped to save

his life.

‘On the Brink of Not Surviving': Honoring the
Team That Saved Montgomery County Teen

R Adams Cowley
Shock Trauma Center
Honors 51 Trauma
Professionals,
First Responders
Who Saved the Life
of a Critically Injured

Teenager

ON APRIL 25, 2026, the R Ad-
ams Cowley Shock Trauma Center
at the University of Maryland Med-
ical Center honored 51 trauma pro-
fessionals and first responders who
saved the life of a 16-year-old Mont-
gomery County high school student
who was on the brink of death after
being shot at a party in 2024. More
than 700 people attended the trauma
center’s “One Maryland, One Shock
Trauma” event at the France-Merrick
Performing Arts Center in Baltimore.

Chase Lancaster, now an 18-year-old
senior at Northwest High School in
Germantown, attended the celebra-
tion with his family. He was critical-

ly injured when gunfire erupted at
a party attended by about 150 high
school students in Urbana on August
9,2024.

An innocent bystander, Chase lost
70 liters of blood — 14 times the to-
tal volume in an adult’s body — and
underwent 20 surgeries after a bul-
let pierced his right side and low-
er chest, nicking the inferior vena
cava, the largest vein in his body.
The bullet also ripped through his
diaphragm, liver, stomach and right
kidney and damaged his heart. Chase
needed 150 units of blood products
to save his life. (continued)
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From left: Dr. Kristie Snedeker,
Chase Lancaster, and Dr. Thomas Scalea.

“Every one of his organs failed. His kidneys failed, his lungs
failed, his heart failed, his liver failed,” recalled Thomas
M. Scalea, MD, the Honorable Francis X. Kelly Distin-
guished Professor of Trauma Surgery at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine and Shock Trauma’s Physi-
cian-in-Chief. “If Chase was not the most badly injured pa-
tient we saw that year, he was very close. He was really on
the brink of not surviving.”

Chase spent two months at Shock Trauma and another two
months at the Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital before go-
ing home in December 2024.

Shock Trauma’s signature event, now in its 35th year, high-
lights the extraordinary collaboration between Shock Trau-
ma and its emergency medical services (EMS) partners
throughout Maryland. Shock Trauma is at the heart of the
unique, highly coordinated statewide system, which is a na-
tional model for trauma care.

“One of my greatest privileges is having the opportunity
to work alongside our extraordinary trauma care teams and
our remarkable partners within Maryland’s EMS system,”
said Scalea. “Every day, these courageous men and women

navigate unique and complex challenges. They do so with-
out hesitation and at times, even risking their own health
and well-being to save the life of another.”

This year’s celebration was held at the Weinman Hall
M&T Bank Exchange and the Hippodrome Theatre at the
France-Merrick Performing Arts Center in Baltimore. Those
honored included doctors, nurses and other medical profes-
sionals at Shock Trauma and MWPH as well as members
of the Maryland State Police (MSP) Aviation Command,
Frederick County Fire & Rescue, Frederick County EMS,
and the Systems Communications Center (SYSCOM) at
MIEMSS. Proceeds will be used to acquire the latest state-
of-the-art equipment and technology essential to advancing
care within Shock Trauma’s Trauma Resuscitation Unit.

“This unit is slated for a significant renovation, and these
investments will ensure that the updated space is equipped
with the most innovative tools available, enhancing Shock
Trauma’s ability to deliver faster, safer and more effective
lifesaving treatment,” said Kristie Snedeker, DPT, Shock
Trauma’s Vice President. %

For more on Chase Lancaster’s story, watch
“One Maryland, One Shock Trauma” at
https://tinyurl.com/one-md-2026 or
scan the QR code below.



https://tinyurl.com/one-md-2026
https://tinyurl.com/one-md-2026
https://tinyurl.com/one-md-2026

Be Ready Maryland:

A Family Safety Day

THE MARYLAND COMMITTEE ON TRAUMA (MDCOT), a collaboration between the state’s trauma centers and the
American College of Surgeons, hosted “Be Ready Maryland: A Family Safety Day” on May 17, 2026, at Maryland State
Police Aviation Command headquarters at Martin State Airport. Approximately 400 people attended the daylong event,
which featured Stop the Bleed® training, fall prevention classes, teen safety classes, and an injury prevention fair, as well as
family-friendly activities such as face-painting, food trucks, and a special visit from the Ravens’ and Orioles’ mascots. Pro-
gram faculty, comprised of volunteers from trauma centers across the state, trained more than 200 attendees and distributed
22 bike helmets to children. Learn more about MDCOT at https://mdcot.com. %
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Talbot County DES emergency services personnel offered students the opportunity to explore an ambulance and ask questions.

TALBOT COUNTY DEPARTMENT of Emergency Services and 9-1-1 Communications had the op-
portunity to attend Career Day at Tilghman Island Elementary School on June 2, 2026. Students had the
chance to explore an ambulance, learn about the tools and equipment that Talbot County EMS crews use
every day, and ask questions about emergency medical services. They also learned about the important
role that 9-1-1 dispatchers play in answering emergency calls and helping coordinate emergency re-
sponses throughout the county. [Photos: Talbot County Department of Emergency Services]



From left:

Jessica Barrett,
Communication Specialist;
Emily Darling, EMT; Jackie
Reiss, Paramedic; Katelyn

Killian, Paramedic; Matt
Green, Paramedic.
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